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The Society of Architectural Historians (SAH) and Docomomo US express strong opposition to the demolition of the
Venturi, Rauch, and Scott Brown-designed Abrams House, 118A Woodland Road, Pittsburgh, PA. SAH and Docomomo US
support the efforts of Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation to nominate the Abrams House to the National Register
of Historic Places, and we strongly urge the Historic Review Commission of Pittsburgh and all those involved to find a
means by which to preserve this exceptional place for future generations.

The Abrams House, completed in 1979, is a landmark of American architecture. The residence is an important example of
the work of the architecture firm of Venturi, Rauch, and Scott Brown, one of the most innovative and distinguished
practitioners of late 20%"-century architecture. Together, SAH (the principal scholarly organization for architectural
historians in North America) and Docomomo US (the nation’s only organization dedicated to preserving modern
architecture and design) believe the Abrams House is a significant example of postmodern architecture in the United
States. The Abrams House joins the most prominent examples of postmodern architecture such as Phillip Johnson and John
Burgee’s AT&T Building, New York City (1978-84), and Michael Graves’ Portland Municipal Services Building, Portland,
Oregon (1980-82), stands as an essential component of the story of American architecture, and its preservation is
important to the efforts of both organizations.

The Abrams House is perhaps the most exuberant of all the residential designs by Venturi, Rauch and Scott Brown, made
unique by its geometric windows that articulate in form and color into a great rising sun or ship’s wheel. The Abrams
House’s half-round focal window, intersection of forms, and asymmetry are hallmarks of Venturi, Rauch, and Scott
Brown’s design aesthetic. This vibrant building integrates architecture and art through the inclusion of a significant mural
by Roy Lichtenstein in the ground floor that reinforces the pop art-influenced sensibilities of the residence. The Abrams
House is among the most important and rare examples of the short-lived period of postmodern architecture in the United
States, including the Vanna Venturi House in Philadelphia, PA, designed by Venturi and Rauch, the predecessor firm to
Venturi, Rauch, and Scott Brown, (completed 1964), the Lang House in Washington, Connecticut, designed by Robert A.M.
Stern (completed 1974) and the Norton Beach House in Venice, California, designed by Frank Gehry (completed 1983), and
stands as one of the country’s most iconic examples of late 20t"-century residential architecture.

The Abrams House is also a component of a significant architectural assemblage that includes the Giovanitti House at 118
Woodland Road, designed by Richard Meier (constructed 1981-83), and the Robert Frank house, also located on Woodland
Road, designed by Walter Gropius and Marcel Breuer (constructed 1938-39) and one of the first examples of modern
residential architecture in Pittsburgh. Alone, the Abrams House is well deserving of preservation; its proximity to the
aforementioned residences only reinforce its importance. We oppose any efforts to demolish the Abrams House.
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The Society of Architectural Historians is a nonprofit membership organization that promotes the study, interpretation, and conservation of
architecture, design, landscapes, and urbanism worldwide. Founded in 1940, SAH serves a network of local, national and international institutions and
individuals who, by profession or interest, focus on the history of the built environment and its role in shaping contemporary life. SAH promotes
meaningful public engagement with the history of the built environment through advocacy efforts, print and online publications, and local, national
and international programs

Docomomo US is a non-profit organization dedicated to the preservation of modern architecture, landscape and design. Through advocacy, education
and documentation, Docomomo US provides leadership and knowledge by demonstrating the importance of modern design principles including the social
context, technical merits, aesthetics and settings of these important pieces of American history.



